
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019 AGM 
The first choral event of the year was the Yatton Concert in April, including the Britten St Nicholas, 

plus Holst and Vaughan Williams. It was a complex logistical concert with two organists – John 

Bodiley and Claire Alsop - plus the Lochrian Ensemble, and boys from St Mary Redcliffe. I have 

looked back at my notes on “choreography” because there were solos, movements on and off for 

the choir and the boys, as much staging as we could fit, pews moved etc. A major exercise. I will 

leave AT to comment on the musical side, but I have to commend him for keeping his equilibrium in 

the rehearsal when faced with the fact that the boys had not been prepared for a large chunk of 

what was expected!! Thanks to our ladies for working hard and fast to ensure that we didn’t have a 

total black hole at some points. 

We held our Plant Sale on 5th May and again achieved a very respectable profit from a day which ran 

smoothly thanks to Janet’s co-ordination and the involvement of many others. Of course, the biggest 

thanks is to Roy who is our “Anchor Tenant”. 

In June we sang Evensong in Burrington, which morphed into a welcome for the new Vicar (David 

Gent) who is now a big fan of Trinity Singers as a result. The contribution was much appreciated by 

the Burrington PCC and the congregation. 

The Summer Term ended with our visit to St Michaels in Axbridge, where the audience (larger than 

normal I believe) thoroughly enjoyed their entertainment as usual. Thanks to Susannah for giving us 

this opportunity to do something additional to our normal concerts. This was followed again by 

Supper and Skittles, organised by Margaret Avery, to end our term. 

In common with many others we paid our respects to the ending of WW1 in our Autumn Concert in 

Wrington. Andrew provided us with a programme which marked “Endings and Beginnings”, and I 

thought it was a really well planned mixture of music, which was well received by our very good 

sized audience. Wrington Church threw up some physical challenges despite the work which has 

been done there – an addditional mirror to allow sight lines for the organist, platforms to enable the 

piano to be moved, and a change of plan by the church which prevented us from removing the pew 

fronts, making our space more compact than we had expected. We also had issues with tuning 

between organ and piano which meant that we had to use our own keyboard. It was lovely to 

welcome Nina Tyrrell as our trumpeter for the concert. 

A number of us then took part, at short notice, in Pages of the Sea. This event was replicated around 

the country, and Suzie was asked by a friend (on the Tuesday) if she could assemble a choir to 

perform on the Sunday! Suzie being Suzie took on the challenge and Andrew agreed to conduct the 

“scratch choir”. I think it was around 40 of us from the various choirs Suzie is involved in, who 

performed Lux Aeterna and Abide With Me, in glorious sunshine under the pier in Weston. 



The Carol Service in Burrington was a cramped affair with 37 singers! That is clearly the maximum 

we can accommodate in future years! We cut one carol compared with previous years, and the 

school contribution was also reduced, so the service was shorter and this was an improvement 

overall. The congregation was smaller than previously, but this was a combination of weather, the 

date being early, and a smaller school choir. Nonetheless, our part was much appreciated and we 

are booked again for 2019. 

The final event of the calendar year was our annual Christmas Supper Concert in Wrington. We 

made a few changes on the food front to try to make things easier, and have some notes on possible 

further tweaks next year. The evening was again sold out, and much enjoyed as always. I repeat my 

thanks to the big team involved in this. 

During the year a number of singers have left us – Clare Attrill, Sally Vaux, Heather Lee, John Jenkins,  

Stephen Barton, and Judy Ashley. 

But we have some new faces too - Nikita Phippen (Margaret Leimdorfer’s granddaughter), Liz 

Goodall, Suzie Uddin, Stacey Stockdale, and Ellie Tristram. It is also great to have Janet Wilson back 

with us, and the fuller involvement of Paul Harrison. 

Our Treasurer, Sarah Pearson, will take us through the detailed financial position, but the choir 

remains soundly financed for the foreseeable future. 

Although numerically the choir is at a size which enables us to present the sort of music we want, we 

remain light in the top sopranos and, on occasions, in the basses. Our tenors are currently 

performing well, although new tenors will always be welcome. Our difficulty is keeping the right 

balance in the parts, while ensuring that we do not become unmanageable I terms of numbers! If 

anyone knows of a soprano 1, or bass, who might like to join us, please speak to Andrew. 

During the year we have continued to enjoy rehearsing at Churchill Primary, and we are very grateful 

for their flexibility and the ongoing loan of their staging. There have been some issues with heating 

and clashes with meetings, but on the whole we believe that we are well served by the rehearsal 

space. 

At the end of January, the first Ursula Dornton Vocal Prize was presented as part of the Churchill 

Music Young Musician of the Year competition. Your committee felt that this would be a fitting way 

of remembering Ursula who did so much to encourage music in local schools through Churchill 

Music, and as part of Trinity Singers. Those who were able to attend the competition will recognise 

the high standard of all the competitors. We hope that this association will continue, and may result 

in some of the wonderful young singers joining us. 

During the year the committee has been looking at how best to handle the publicity requirements of 

our concerts, and a report has been produced suggesting the way forward. This is still a work in 

progress, but we would like to know of anyone who might like to get involved in a sub committee 

handling such things as Press Releases, Poster design and distribution, Social Media, and anything 

else pertaining to publicity. This is important work, as we do rely on having audiences not only for 

financial reasons, but also because it is a very lonely thing to sing to a thinly populated space! I 

would like to thank Kat for all her work on publicity over the years, as she steps down from the 

Committee. 

On the same note, I would like to thank Massimo for all he has done as a member of the Committee, 

including a spell as Chair, and then Deputy Chair.  



Our newer committee members have made valuable contributions during the year, bringing new 

ideas to the committee. Sally and Nick were very involved in setting up policies for GDPR, and 

Safeguarding, and Elizabeth has very kindly agreed to take over the website from Suzie, and work is 

in hand to bring it up to date and ensure that it is user friendly and project our image both to 

audiences and to potential new members. 

Thanks also go to Georgina for her work in sourcing and managing music for concerts. A thankless 

task, so please try to co-operate in returning music promptly when asked to! 

Perhaps it is appropriate to thank John Bodiley, who has become our “Organist in residence” for 

Evensongs and Carols, Claire Alsop for concerts, and Alison Blundell for our Christmas concert, and 

her help on the last couple of rehearsals before a concert. 

I am also very grateful for the assistance which “partners” are willing to give in setting up and “front 

of house” at concerts. This help is very much valued. 

I am sure that you would all realise that a huge amount of work has to be put in by the committee of 

an organisation such as Trinity Singers. Although relatively small when compared with choirs in Bath 

or Bristol, the same hoops have to be jumped through in terms of planning, booking, accounting, 

insuring, staffing, publicising etc. etc. Your committee continue to be very supportive and hard 

working, responding to all the issues we are faced with, and I thank them all most sincerely on your 

behalf. 

Finally, I want to thank Andrew for another year of unstinting commitment and sheer hard work in 

preparing and rehearsing the music we all love to sing. He really does go the extra mile(s?) in 

supporting us with rehearsal material and making rehearsals fun. I would just ask all of us to 

reciprocate by using the help he gives, and ensuring good attendance and prompt starts to 

rehearsals!! 

So we now look forward to celebrating our 20th Anniversary at the end of April, and our first trip to 

Clevedon as part of Somerset Arts Week, and then on through Evensong in Burrington, and St. 

Michaels to finish the term. 

 

Bob Shapland 

21/2/2019 

 

 

 


